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MINUTES 
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Thursday 6 December 2018 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at:  
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/whole-assembly 
 
 
Present: 
 
Tony Arbour AM (Chairman) 

Gareth Bacon AM 

Shaun Bailey AM 

Sian Berry AM 

Andrew Boff AM 

Leonie Cooper AM 

Tom Copley AM 

Unmesh Desai AM 

Tony Devenish AM 

Andrew Dismore AM 

 

Len Duvall AM 

Florence Eshalomi AM 

Nicky Gavron AM 

Susan Hall AM 

Joanne McCartney AM 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

Keith Prince AM 

Caroline Russell AM 

Navin Shah AM 

Fiona Twycross AM 
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1   Apologies for Absence and Chairman's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from the Deputy Chair Jenette Arnold OBE AM, David 

Kurten AM, Steve O’Connell AM, Onkar Sahota AM and Peter Whittle AM.  
 
 

2   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

2.2 Resolved: 

 

That the list of offices held by Assembly Members, as set out in the table at Item 2, 

be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
 

3   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 
  

That the minutes of the London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) meeting held on 

22 November 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
 

4   Question and Answer Session (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

4.1 The Assembly received an opening statement from Dr Fiona Twycross AM, Deputy Mayor for 

Fire and Resilience, and Dany Cotton QFSM, London Fire Commissioner, as set out at 

Appendix 1. 

 

4.2 The Assembly put questions to Dr Fiona Twycross AM, Deputy Mayor for Fire and Resilience, 

and Dany Cotton QFSM, London Fire Commissioner on fire and resilience matters in London. 

The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached as 

Appendix 2, and written answers are attached as Appendix 3. 

 

4.3 During the course of the question and answer session: 

 The Deputy Mayor undertook to provide the projections for staffing figures and 

establishment; 

 The Commissioner undertook to provide any statistics on sickness absence within the 

Brigade arising from the Grenfell Tower fire; and  
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 The Commissioner undertook to provide details of the cost of the improvements 

required to the mobilisation system provided by Capita. 

 

Part B: 

 

4.4 The Chairman formally moved the motion in the agenda, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.5 Resolved: 

 

 The answers to the questions asked be noted. 
 
 

5   Revised Statutory Officer Protocol (Item 5) 

 
5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Resources. 
 
5.2 Resolved: 
 
 That the revised Statutory Officer Protocol be agreed. 
 
 

6   Petitions (Item 6) 

 

6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 

 

6.2 Navin Shah AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

 “We the undersigned residents, traders, businesses and stakeholders urge you to make 

Willesden Green Station step free as a matter of top priority. The station with 30 steps is a 

prime candidate and meets your criteria for lifts at this station. 

 The station is in zones 2 and 3, so heavily used. With 8.8 million journeys per annum it 

presents excellent value for money. 

 The station is located in proximity to residential areas and requires lift facilities for 

accessibility for people with disabilities, wheel-chair users, older, infirm people, parents 

with push-chairs, and those with luggage. 

 The station is suitably located adjacent to places of worship, such as mosques, 

churches etc., which are community hubs. 

 We are at a stage of encouraging people to use public transport rather that their own 

vehicles. 

We urge you and TfL to prioritise this station by including it in your £200m funding 

programme for step free access. Failing this, we request you to prioritise step-free access by 

including it in TfL’s business plan and work with Brent Council to explore part funding of the 
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scheme through local funds raised from Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy 

requirements.” 

 

6.3 Tony Devenish AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

 “TfL plan to get rid of the Number 19 bus between Holborn and Battersea Bridge. 

 

 We call on TfL to maintain and protect the full route of the Number 19 bus route.” 

 

6.4 Resolved: 

 

 That the petitions be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as the Chair of 

Transport for London for a response. 
 
 

7   Motions (Item 7) 

 
7.1 Caroline Russell AM moved, and Sian Berry AM seconded, the following motion: 

“This Assembly notes that the IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C, published in 

October 2018, describes the enormous harm that a 2°C rise in global temperatures is likely to 

cause compared with a 1.5°C rise, and confirms that limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C may 

still be possible with ambitious action from national and sub-national authorities and others.  

This Assembly notes the Mayor’s climate change mitigation and adaptation responsibilities and 

recognises that he aims to make London a zero-carbon city by 2050 but regrets that his 

current plans and actions are not ambitious enough.  

We welcome action by Bristol city council and other city councils around the world to declare 

and commit resources to tackling a ‘Climate Emergency’.1 

We urge the Mayor to declare a Climate Emergency, draw up an emergency plan with the 

actions needed to make London carbon neutral by 2030, call on government to give him the 

powers to make this possible and, as vice chair of the C40 Cities network, be a leader on this 

agenda.” 

 
7.2 Leonie Cooper AM moved and Len Duvall AM seconded the following amendment to the 

motion: 
 
 Delete after “…make London a zero carbon city by 2050:” 

                                                 
1
 Cities include Bristol: https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/bristol-climate-emergency-carbon-neutral-

2219477   and Berkeley: https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/6/13/berkeley-unanimously-declares-
climate-emergency  and Hoboken: https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/4/25/hoboken-resolves-to-
mobilize  and the C40 cities: https://www.c40.org/other/deadline-2020  

https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/bristol-climate-emergency-carbon-neutral-2219477
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/bristol-climate-emergency-carbon-neutral-2219477
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/6/13/berkeley-unanimously-declares-climate-emergency
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/6/13/berkeley-unanimously-declares-climate-emergency
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/4/25/hoboken-resolves-to-mobilize
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/blog/2018/4/25/hoboken-resolves-to-mobilize
https://www.c40.org/other/deadline-2020
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 “but regrets that his current plans are not ambitious enough.” 
 
 Add after “…make London a zero carbon city by 2050:” 
 
 “and would welcome further ambitious steps.” 
 
 Delete after “We urge the Mayor to declare a climate emergency:” 
 
 “draw up an” 
 
 Add after “We urge the Mayor to declare a climate emergency:” 
 
 “emergency plans” 
 
 Add after “…call on government to give him the powers:” 
 
 “and funding” 
 
7.3 Following debate and in accordance with Standing Order 3.6, Caroline Russell AM, as mover of 

the motion, accepted the amendment and agreed to alter the motion in her name. 
 
7.4 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Caroline Russell AM, as altered, 

namely: 
 

“This Assembly notes that the IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C, 

published in October 2018, describes the enormous harm that a 2°C rise is likely to 

cause compared to a 1.5°C rise, and confirms that limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C 

may still be possible with ambitious action from national and sub-national 

authorities and others.  

  

This Assembly notes the Mayor’s climate change mitigation and adaptation 

responsibilities and recognises that he aims to make London a zero-carbon city by 

2050 and would welcome further ambitious steps. 

  

We welcome action by Bristol city council and other city councils around the world to 

declare and commit resources to tackling a ‘Climate Emergency’. 

  

We urge the Mayor to declare a Climate Emergency, supported by specific emergency 

plans with the actions needed to make London carbon neutral by 2030, call on 

government to give him the powers and funding to make this possible and, as vice 

chair of the C40 Cities network, to be a leader on this agenda” 

 

was agreed with 12 votes in favour and none against. 
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7.5 Sian Berry AM moved, and Tom Copley AM seconded the following motion: 

 
 “This Assembly notes that sexual health funding from London boroughs has 
dropped from an average of £176 million in 2013/14 to £148 million in 2017/18, a 16 
per cent reduction.2

 

  
We note that, although the Mayor does not control where councils make cuts, he is 
able to exert his political influence, in particular through the London Health Board, 
to make the case to London councils for them supporting sexual health clinics. 

  
We welcome the work of the London Assembly Health Committee in raising this 
issue with the Mayor.3 

  
We recognise that even asking for help for sexual health problems can be a barrier to 
some people accessing services and that the situation is worsening as Londoners are 
having to compete for appointments or are even being turned away from clinics 
already struggling to meet demand. 

  
This Assembly therefore urges the Mayor to make strong representations to London 
boroughs urging them to make sexual health support a priority.” 

 

7.6 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Sian Berry AM was unanimously 

agreed. 
 
 

8   Mayoral Commitments (Item 8) 

 
8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
8.2 Resolved: 
 

That the commitments made by the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, during the 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) meetings held between May 2016 and 

November 2018.  
 
 

9   Date of Next Meeting (Item 9) 

 

9.1 The next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly was the Plenary meeting which would 

take place at 10.00am on Thursday 13 December 2018 in the Chamber, City Hall.  
 
 

                                                 
2
 Sexual health funding cut by 16 per cent across London. Sian Berry, Oct 2018, https://www.london.gov.uk/press-

releases/assembly/sian-berry/london-sexual-health-funding-cut-by-average-of-16  
3
 Letter from the chair of the London Assembly Health Committee, Jun 2018, 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayorshclinics_final.pdf  

https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/sian-berry/london-sexual-health-funding-cut-by-average-of-16
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/sian-berry/london-sexual-health-funding-cut-by-average-of-16
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayorshclinics_final.pdf
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10   Any Other Business the Chairman Considers Urgent (Item 10) 

 
10.1 There were no items of urgent business. 
 
 

11   Close of meeting  

 
11.1 The meeting closed at 12.24 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chairman  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Lorena Alcorta, Principal Committee Manager; Telephone: 020 7983 4425; 

Email: lorena.alcorta@london.gov.uk; Minicom: 020 7983 4458 


